OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD ©. MANN

STTORNEY SENERAL April 3. 193¢

Hon. T. O. Walton, President
Agricultural end Xechanlocal College
College Station, Texas

Dear Sir:

Opinion No. 0-471_/“\<
Re: May employees of A &

ar¢ employed) by the College?

This will ackﬁayi:lgf/i eipt of your letter
of March 10, 1939, in which you request an opiniocn of
this Department as te whet o not employees of A & X
College who are¢ ' Kotarles Pubdl legally refuse to

¢
do not ary g blie ipg the hours such
Notaries Publio are employed by s Collegs.

It was

the states ;;!:he ited Btafess that a Xotary Pubdlie

1‘,;6ﬁhb 1o offiqer.. Sfate ex rel GOray vs. Hodges, 154
6, » May'ys. Jonés, 14 SE B5E, Gs. and authori-

}26- umerous te mextion herein.
is . fundamental thet a pudblic officer cannot
fu
b o i
follaw

o exbp
anao
10g

. "A person who aoccepts a public office
does 80 cum oners, am is considered as acoept~
ing its burdens and obligations with its dbene-
fita. He theredy subjeets himself to eall oon-~
stitutional and legislative provisions relating

ute a duty imposed tpon him by law. This
in 22 R, C. L. 482, para. 186, in the
ge:
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thereto and undertakes to perform all the
duties of the office, end while he remains
in suoh offlioce the publie has the right to
derrand that he perform such duties.*®

Among the duties of a Notary Pudliec, is the
duty of taking aoknowledgments of the pudblic generally.
If he acoepts his appointment at the hand of the Gover-
nor and holds himself ocut as a Rotary Puklic he accepts
the dutlies imposed upon him by virtue of the office he
holds. He has not only the duty of taking acknowledg-
ments, but he has the duty of refusing to take acknow-
ledgments under given conditions which, by their nature,
constitutes good cause. There arpear no faests in your
inquiry which would constitute good cause for refusal
to aot,

It is, therefore, the opinion of this Demrt-
ment and you are so sdvised that the Notaries Public who
are employed by the Agricultural and Mechanical College
of Texss cannot legally refuse to 4o notary work for the
public generally during office hours. There is, however,
no duty imposed upon a Notary, or any cother pubdlic offi-
0ial, to execute a particulsr duty at any given moment.
He may execute that duty at suoh reasonable time es is
conslatent with the other duties imposed upon him by
resson of his partioular leloy-snt.

Trusting that this satisfastorily answers your
inquiry, we are

Yery truly yours
ATTO GENERAL OF TEIAS

By hegd lrnn By

Lloyd Armstroag
Assistant

LA:AW
APPROVED:

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS



